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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0637 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF IRAQI JEWS 
REF: BAGHDAD 437 (NOTAL) 

1. DUTCH CHARGE MEIHEUSEN HAD OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN SOMETHING 
OF CURRENT STATUS OF BAGHDAD'S REMAINING JEWISH COMMUNITY 
EARLIER THIS MONTH WHEN JEWISH FAMILY APPLIED FOR VISAS 

TO NETHERLANDS. HEAD OF FAMILY TOLD MEIHEUSEN THAT THERE 
ARE ABOUT 350 JEWS LEFT IN COMMUNITY. THEIR SITUATION IS 
ECONOMICALLY DIFFICULT SINCE MOST ARE ENGAGED IN PRIVATE 
SECTOR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY WHICH INCREASINGLY DOMINATED BY 
STATE ORGANIZATIONS. HE DID NOT COMPLAIN OF ANY OTHER KIND 
OF DISCRIMINATION OR OPPRESSION. THERE ARE STILL TWO 
SYNAGOGUES OPEN BUT ATTENDANCE IS SPARCE. FOLLOWING RECENT 
DEPARTURE OF HEAD OF COMMUNITY (REFTEL), A NEW ACTING HEAD 
TOOK OVER AND IS TRYING TO PROVIDE SOME LEADERSHIP. 

APPLICANT ALSO CLAIMED JEWS WERE FREE TO LEAVE, ALTHOUGH 
HE HIMSELF HAD OBTAINED PASSPORT FOR VISIT ABROAD NOT 
IMMIGRATION. MEIHEUSEN BELIEVES ON BASIS VISAS APPLICANTS 
OVER PAST YEAR, THAT REMAINING JEWS NOT INTERESTED IN GOING 
TO ISRAEL BUT TO U.S. OR EUROPE. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE ABOVE REPRESENTS RELATIVELY SANGUINE 
PICTURE. SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT APPLICANT PROBABLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00637 160912Z 

DID NOT WISH TO SPEAK COMPLETELY FRANKLY. 
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